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Note to the StudentNote to the StudentNote to the StudentNote to the Student    

This book contains reading exercises for learning the vowel quality and 

tone marks in Kẽḷĩḳọ.  It is designed to be used in a classroom setting together 

with the lesson plans given in the Teacher's Book. 

By the end of the lessons, you should be very comfortable reading vowel 

and tone marks.  Learning to write the marks is more difficult.  By the end of 

the lessons, you should understand how to write the marks, but you will 

probably need more practice to become comfortable doing so. 

You will quickly see how the tone marks make reading much easier.  

Remember that in order to have the benefit of reading with tones, you must be 

willing to put the effort into learning to write them! 

We would like to know any comments you have regarding the exercises in 

this book.  Please see the contact information on the copyright page. 
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Lesson 1: High ToneLesson 1: High ToneLesson 1: High ToneLesson 1: High Tone    

Introduction 

iiii    ịịịị 

eeee    ẹẹẹẹ 

uuuu    ụụụụ 

oooo       ọọọọ 

aaaa    

High Tone 

    

                    ́́ ́ ́   

    ụụụụrrrrụụụụllllẹ́ẹ́ẹ́é ̣   

    

 

Reading Exercise    

mváŋá    bóró 

lígí      nyékéré 

gódó     gbé 

Lesson 2: Low ToneLesson 2: Low ToneLesson 2: Low ToneLesson 2: Low Tone    

    

    

                ~    

    vvvvũũũũgálégálégálégálé    
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Reading Exercise 

bãlãlã   bẽrẽ 

dĩmgbã   cãlã 

fã    gãrã 

 

Lesson 3: Comparing LowLesson 3: Comparing LowLesson 3: Comparing LowLesson 3: Comparing Low----Low and HighLow and HighLow and HighLow and High----HighHighHighHigh    

Reading Exercise #2 

1. Kálúg̣a mụ tẽ tí. 

 Kálúg̣a mụ té tí. 

2. Drãgá kĩnĩ, “Mî drĩ ̣use.” 

 Drãgá kĩnĩ, “Mî drí ̣use.” 

3. Drãgá ri fi bú ̣agá rá. 

 Drãgá ri fi bũ ̣agá rá. 

 

Reading Exercise #3 

ábú    ãndrũ   ónyá  

ãgã    ãngũ    ányá 

ágá    álí    ãngũ 

ãgõ    ãrã    bũ ̣

    

Reading and Writing Exercise 

1. ããããndrndrndrndrũũũũ         ándrú         ándrú         ándrú         ándrú 

 Tĩbã gõ ________. 
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2. áráárááráárá        ããããrrrrãããã 

 Ãŋá dị ________. 

3. títítítí        ttttĩĩĩĩ    

 Ãngã ________ mángã kuyé. 

 

 

Lesson 4: Mid ToneLesson 4: Mid ToneLesson 4: Mid ToneLesson 4: Mid Tone    

    

    

    ÁgágáÁgágáÁgágáÁgágá    

    

 

Reading Exercise 

ceke    umbe 

igbegbe   anji 

cere    fe 

 

Lesson 5: Comparing MidLesson 5: Comparing MidLesson 5: Comparing MidLesson 5: Comparing Mid----Mid and HighMid and HighMid and HighMid and High----HighHighHighHigh    

Reading Exercise #2 

1. Kãníã ri gõdõ íká rĩ õpẽ. 

 Kãníã ri gõdõ ika rĩ õpẽ. 

2. Ándãma úfú mgbáyá. 

 Ándãma ufu mgbáyá. 
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3. Ma aga ĩndĩ. 

 Ma ágá ĩndĩ. 

    

    

Reading Exercise #3 

ápá    ágá    li 

ábú    aga    pá 

ru    ika    pa 

ti    íká    ágó 

tí    álí    úpí 

    

Reading and Writing Exercise 

1. ikaikaikaika        íkáíkáíkáíká 

 Kãníã su bõngó ________. 

2. ácíácíácíácí        aciaciaciaci 

 Ma ri ________ ti. 

3. papapapa        pápápápá 

 Kãníã ã ________ ãzó ãzó. 

    

Lesson 6: MidLesson 6: MidLesson 6: MidLesson 6: Mid----High and HighHigh and HighHigh and HighHigh and High----MidMidMidMid    

Reading Exercise #2 

1. Kãníã ri ónya nya. 

 Kãníã ri õnyã nya. 

2. Drãgá lẽ mụú agá ku. 

 Drãgá lẽ mụú aga ku. 



 9 

    

Reading Exercise #3 

úri   ága    ũlí 

úrí   agá    arú 

úsú   ũjĩ    újí 

áci   ónyá    ónya 

aga   ádí    adi 

    

Reading and Writing Exercise 

1. ÚlíÚlíÚlíÚlí        ŨŨŨŨlílílílí 

 ________ ri vịvị. 

2. újíújíújíújí        ũũũũjjjjĩĩĩĩ 

 Álúma ________ kíri. 

3. ágaágaágaága        agáagáagáagá    

 Álúma fi ũj̣í ̣________. 

 

 

Lesson 7: Review of High, Mid and Low TonesLesson 7: Review of High, Mid and Low TonesLesson 7: Review of High, Mid and Low TonesLesson 7: Review of High, Mid and Low Tones    

Review 

1. Drãgá lẽ mụú ̣agá ku. 

 Drãgá lẽ mụú ̣aga ku. 

2. Su bóro jó agá. 

 Su bõrõ jó agá. 
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Reading Exercise #2 

1. Kálúg̣a tẽ ínyá. 

 Kálúg̣a te ínyá. 

2. John nya ónya ku. 

 John nya õnyã ku. 

3. Drãgá ca ãrãkã gá gí. 

 Drãgá ca áráká gá gí. 

 

Reading Exercise #3 

ábú    ãndrũ   ónyá  

ãgã    ãngũ    ónya  

ánga    ágá    álí 

ãgõ    ãrã    kácíra 

kãcírí   ika    ile 

 

Reading and Writing Exercise 

1. kkkkĩĩĩĩrrrrĩĩĩĩ        kírikírikírikíri 

 Anji nyírí dĩ ̣újí ________ kãnísã agá dãá. 

2. áráárááráárá        ããããrrrrãããã 

 Ãŋá dị ________. 

3. AgaAgaAgaAga        ÃÃÃÃggggãããã 

 ________aco ívé ámvú ̣ĩṛĩ.̣ 
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Lesson 8: LowLesson 8: LowLesson 8: LowLesson 8: Low----Mid and LowMid and LowMid and LowMid and Low----HighHighHighHigh    

Reading and Writing Exercise #1 

  bilebilebilebile        bílébílébílébílé    

1. Drãgá ra búkũ         . 

  úmvúúmvúúmvúúmvú    ũũũũmvumvumvumvu    

2. Drãgá             ásé. 

  ããããcocococo        ácoácoácoáco    

3. Drãgá kĩnĩ mi          . 

 

Reading Exercise #2 

álí    ĩmi     ímí 

ãlí    ũdrí     ĩri 

ãgõ    ĩpé     ãcí 

ágó    ãlu     ĩgá 

ãní    õcé     ítrí 

drãde   ãlí     ídri 

Reading and Writing Exercise #2 

1. ÃÃÃÃggggõõõõ        ÁgóÁgóÁgóÁgó    

 ________ rĩ pi ámvú ̣ã. 

2. ããããgogogogo        ágóágóágóágó 

 Kãníã ________ ni ri ãlí.̣ 

3. ínyáínyáínyáínyá        ĩĩĩĩnynynynyãããã 

 Ĩri ________ ádí mváŋá rĩ ní. 
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Lesson 9: MidLesson 9: MidLesson 9: MidLesson 9: Mid----Low aLow aLow aLow and Highnd Highnd Highnd High----LowLowLowLow    

Reading Exercise #2 

1. Ĩri pá ni ũbĩ rá. 

 Ĩri pá ni úbí rá. 

2. Sẽ kãbĩlõ Ãŋá ní. 

 Se kãbĩlõ Ãŋá ní. 

3. Ĩri ínyá ũtẽ dã. 

 Ĩri ínyá úté dã. 

 

Reading Exercise #3 

ãco    abu    adi 

aco    ábú    ádí 

úrí    ãbú    ãdi 

úri    aga    ága 

ũri    ãgã    ágá 

 

Reading and Writing Exercise 

1. ÚríÚríÚríÚrí        ÚriÚriÚriÚri 

 ________ írã drĩg̣é. 

2. ggggõõõõ        ggggõõõõóóóó 

 Úmbé i ________ sĩ. 

3. ígígígígãããã        ĩĩĩĩggggãããã 

 Búḷa ri ãnyá ũ̣bĩ ̣________ sĩ. 
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Lesson 10: Light and Heavy Vowels u and Lesson 10: Light and Heavy Vowels u and Lesson 10: Light and Heavy Vowels u and Lesson 10: Light and Heavy Vowels u and ụụụụ    

Introduction 

LightLightLightLight                    HeavyHeavyHeavyHeavy    

bí      bí ̣

ádí      dị 

ali      lị 

úpí      ọ́nyú ̣

vu      vũ ̣

ábú      ábú ̣

 

Reading Exercise #2 

1. Ĩri úṃú ̣nyanya. 

 Ĩri úmú nyanya. 

2. Ĩri úngó tu mãrãkú ̣be págá. 

 Ĩri pẹtị tụ mãrãkú ̣be págá. 

3. Ĩri ábú ábũ. 

 Ĩri ãbũ ̣ãbũ.̣ 

 

Reading and Writing Exercise 

1. njunjunjunju        njnjnjnjụụụụ    

 Ĩri íká ________. 

2. mumumumu        mmmmụụụụ    

 Ãlúgú ______ Bũrã gá. 
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3. susususu        ssssụụụụ    

 Dema ri anji be _______. 

 

Lesson 11: Light and Heavy Vowels i and Lesson 11: Light and Heavy Vowels i and Lesson 11: Light and Heavy Vowels i and Lesson 11: Light and Heavy Vowels i and ịịịị    

Reading Exercise #2 

1. Mâ bí ãzó ãzó. 

 Mâ bí ̣ãzó ãzó. 

2. Báde sĩ mgbáyá. 

 Báde sĩ ̣mgbáyá. 

3. Lị î ũndĩ ku. 

 Li î ũndĩ ku. 

 

Reading and Writing Exercise    

1. áááádídídídí        ááááddddí ̣í ̣í ̣í ̣

 Ándrúku ________ ã’ú.̣ 

2. lililili        llllịịịị    

 Ĩri zãá ______. 

3. í ̣í ̣í ̣íṇnnní ̣í ̣í ̣í ̣       ínííníínííní 

 Ãnyụ rĩ ______ ambamba. 
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Lesson 12: Light and Heavy Vowels e and Lesson 12: Light and Heavy Vowels e and Lesson 12: Light and Heavy Vowels e and Lesson 12: Light and Heavy Vowels e and ẹẹẹẹ    

Review 

1. Ĩri ábú ábũ. 

 Ĩri ãbũ ̣ãbũ.̣ 

2. Ĩri úngó tu mãrãkú ̣be págá. 

 Ĩri pẹtị tụ mãrãkú ̣be págá. 

3. Mâ bí ̣ãzóãzó. 

 Mâ bí ãzóãzó. 

 

Reading Exercise #2 

1. Ádẽ mí sĩ drĩḍrĩ.̣ 

 Ádẹ mí sĩ drĩḍrĩ.̣ 

2. Ãdi ịlẹ kộ nĩ? 

 Ãdi ílé kộ nĩ? 

3. Ĩri éc̣í ̣tẽṭẽ.̣ 

 Ĩri éc̣í ̣tẽtẽ. 

 

Reading and Writing Exercise  

1. bebebebe        ddddẹẹẹẹ 

 Ã’ú ̣dĩri  ________ gbé rĩ nĩ. 

2. Sẹ̃ẹ̃ẹ̃ẽ ̣       SSSSẽẽẽẽ 

 ______  gõ î ũndĩ ní. 

3. ttttẽẽẽẽ        ttttẹ̃ẹ̃ẹ̃ẽ ̣

 Õdú _________ ĩtógó ri. 
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Lesson 13: Light and Heavy Vowels o and Lesson 13: Light and Heavy Vowels o and Lesson 13: Light and Heavy Vowels o and Lesson 13: Light and Heavy Vowels o and ọọọọ    

Reading Exercise #2 

1. Dụ ógú nĩ. 

 Dụ ọgụ nĩ. 

2. Ãnyáku lẽ ínyá koó gá. 

 Ãnyáku lẽ ínyá kọ̃ọ́ gá. 

3. Tĩ̣bã ópí pẹtị rĩ nĩ. 

 Tĩ̣bã ọpị pẹtị rĩ nĩ. 

 

Reading and Writing Exercise 

1. ụ́úụ̣́ụ́ddddụ́úụ̣́ụ́kkkkọ́ọ́ọ́ọ́        ụ́úụ̣́ụ́ddddụ́úụ̣́ụ́ ko ko ko ko 

 Mváŋá rĩ drĩ ____________. 

2. ngongongongo            ngngngngọọọọ 

 Ágó rĩ tu pá ________. 

3. ngongongongo            ngngngngọọọọ 

 Mváŋá rĩ ãá ________. 

 

Review 

1. Mâ bí ãzó ãzó. 

 Mâ bí ̣ãzó ãzó. 

2. Báde sĩ mgbáyá. 

 Báde sĩ ̣mgbáyá. 

3. Lị î ũndĩ ku. 

 Li î ũndĩ ku. 
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Lesson 14: Falling ToneLesson 14: Falling ToneLesson 14: Falling ToneLesson 14: Falling Tone    

Review of Tones 

1. Ĩri úri ãkó. 

 Ĩri úrí ãkó. 

2. Lẽ sịí ̣ku. 

 Lẽ sií ku. 

3. Úyá mụ ũdrõgõ gá. 

 Úyá mụ ũdrógó gá. 

Falling Tone 

    

                    ̂̂ ̂ ̂   

    ngụ̃ụ́    

    

 

Reading Exercise #2 

1. Íjí ̣ínyá î éṭép̣ị ní. 

 Íjí ̣ínyá ágó ní. 

 Íjí ̣ínyá ágó ni ní. 

2. Mí ímú ̣mávé ãngá. 

 Ímú ̣mávé ãngá. 

3. Ísú ̣ũcógú gí. 

 Ísú ̣ívé ũcógú rĩ gí. 

 Ísú ̣ũcógú rĩ gí. 
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Reading Exercise #3 

ndrû ̣ (lonely)    ũbâwé (jackal) 

bâ  (we)     î  (his, let him) 

ũlêrú (covetous)   lê  (dull fire) 

kộpi  (they)    kâ  (when) 

ũmbârú (quarrelsome)   mâ  (my, let me) 

 

 

Lesson 15: Rising ToneLesson 15: Rising ToneLesson 15: Rising ToneLesson 15: Rising Tone    

    

                                ̃̃ ̃ ̃   ́́ ́ ́                       ́́ ́ ́                       ̃̃ ̃ ̃   

    detụ    

    

 

 

Lesson 16: Introduction to Grammatical Tone on Pronouns and NounsLesson 16: Introduction to Grammatical Tone on Pronouns and NounsLesson 16: Introduction to Grammatical Tone on Pronouns and NounsLesson 16: Introduction to Grammatical Tone on Pronouns and Nouns    

Introduction 

1. Ma mụ jọ̃kọ́nĩ ̣gé. 

 Mâ mụ jọ̃kọ́nĩ ̣gé. 

2. Bá mụkí jọ̃kọ́nĩ ̣gé. 

 Bâ mụkí jọ̃kọ́nĩ ̣gé. 
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Reading Exercise #1 

1. Bá ímúḳí trãá jọ̃kọ́nĩ ̣gélésĩ.   

 Bâ ri ímú ̣trãá jọ̃kọ́nĩ ̣gélésĩ.   

 

2. Mi ri ícá bẽṭí.̣     

 Mí ícá bẽṭí ̣gí.     

 

3. Bá zịkí mvá ágó rĩ gí.    

 Bâ ri ĩri zị.      

Reading Exercise #2 

ũjógú    ũjõgũ   

úpí     ũpĩ 

ũdrógó    ũdrõgõ  

ũndógó    ũndõgõ  

ẽḷép̣ị     ẽḷẽp̣ĩ ̣      

ĩmváŋá    ĩmvãŋã  

ízóŋá    ĩzõŋã    

kẽṛíŋ̣á    kẽṛĩŋ̣ã          
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Lesson 17: Gramatical Tone Contrasting Statements and CommandsLesson 17: Gramatical Tone Contrasting Statements and CommandsLesson 17: Gramatical Tone Contrasting Statements and CommandsLesson 17: Gramatical Tone Contrasting Statements and Commands    

Tone on Pronouns in the Present Tense and Pronouns in Commands 

Reading Exercise #1 

Ma ri wawa.     Mâ wa.       

Mi ri wawa.     Í wa.    

Ĩri ri wawa.     Ã wa.       

Bâ ri wawa.     Bâ wakí.       

Ĩmi ri wawa.     Ĩ wakí.        

Kộpi ri wawa.     Kộpi ãwakí.     

 

Reading Exercise #2 

1.1.1.1.    Ĩri ri mụ ímbájó gá.    

 Ã mụ ímbájó gá.     

 

2. Mâ co kũ̣dí ̣rĩ.   

 Ma ri kũ̣dí ̣rĩ co.    

 Ma kũ̣dí ̣rĩ jẽlégá.    

 

3. Í yị  ãnyá fí rĩ. 

 Mi ri  ãnyá fí yị.                    
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Verbs Beginning with Vowels 

Reading Exercise #1 

Á bĩ anji rĩpi gí.           Mâ bĩ anji rĩpi. 

Má ádí ínyá rĩ gí.           Mâ ádí ínyá. 

Mí bĩ anji rĩpi gí.   Íbĩ anji rĩpi.      Mî bĩ anji rĩpi. 

Mí ádí ínyá rĩ gí.   Mí ádí ínyá rĩ.  Mî ádí ínyá rĩ. 

Bĩ anji rĩpi gí.            Ã bĩ anji rĩpi. 

Ádí ínyá rĩ gí.           Ã ádí ínyá rĩ. 

Bá bĩkí anji rĩpi gí.  Bá bĩkí anji rĩpi.     Bâ bĩkí anji rĩpi. 

Bá ádíkí ínyá rĩ gí.  Bá ádíkí ínyá rĩ.     Bâ ádíkí ínyá rĩ. 

Ĩmi bĩkí anji rĩpi gí.  Ĩ bĩkí anji rĩpi.     Ĩ bĩkí anji rĩpi. 

Ĩmi ádíkí ínyá rĩ gí.  Ĩmi ádíkí ínyá rĩ.      Ĩmi ádíkí ínyá rĩ. 

Kộpi bĩkí anji rĩpi gí.          Kộpi ãbĩkí anji rĩpi. 

Kộpi ádíkí ínyá rĩ gí.          Kộpi ã ádíkí ínyá rĩ. 
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Reading Exercise #2 

1. Ma ímú ̣dĩ.       

 Mâ ímú.̣       

  

2. Ĩri ri amvi amvi      

 Ã ámví ámvî      

 

3. Kộpi ãzịkí má ándrép̣ị ri.    

 Kộpi ri má ándrép̣ị ri zị.  

 

Lesson 18: Pronoun Sets for Verbs Beginning with Consonants and VowelsLesson 18: Pronoun Sets for Verbs Beginning with Consonants and VowelsLesson 18: Pronoun Sets for Verbs Beginning with Consonants and VowelsLesson 18: Pronoun Sets for Verbs Beginning with Consonants and Vowels    

Review 

1. Mí yị.       

 Mi ri yịyị.      

 

2. Ĩri ri ũdrõdrõ.     

 Ã ũdrõdrõ.      

 

3. Mí ímbá anji rĩpi.     

 Mi ri anji rĩpi ímbá.    

 

4. Ĩri bõngó bãá be î kũmũcí gé. 
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Past Tense in Verbs Beginning with Consonants 

Reading Exercise #1 

 Má    Bá       Mí    Ĩmi 

Ánju ángú.̣  Bá njukí ángú.̣  Ínju ángú.̣  Ĩnjukí ángú.̣ 

Áco kũ̣dí.̣  Bá cokí kũ̣dí.̣  Íco kũ̣dí.̣   Ĩcokí kũ̣dí.̣ 

Ámụ jọ̃kọ́nĩ ̣gé. Bá mụkí jọ̃kọ́nĩ ̣gé. Ímụ jọ̃kọ́nĩ ̣gé. Ĩmụkí   
            jọ̃kọ́nĩ ̣gé. 

Áyị ãnyá.  Báyịkí ãnyá.   Íyị ãnyá.   Ĩyịkí ãnyá. 

 

Reading Exercise #2 

1. Má ádí ãú ̣rĩ gí.     

 Bá lịkí ãú ̣rĩ gí.     

 Ádí ãú ̣rĩ gí.     

 

2. Ídị mâ bí ̣gí.      

 Ĩdịkí mâ bí gí.     

 

3. Álẽ ãlí ku.      

 Ĩlẽkí ãlí ku .      

 Kộpi lẽkí ãlí ku.  
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Past Tense in Verbs Beginning with Vowels 

Reading Exercise #1 

Má aco zãá rĩ gí.     Má ímú ̣gí. 

Mí aco zãá rĩ gí.     Mí ímú ̣gí. 

Aco zãá rĩ gí.      Ímú ̣gí. 

Bá acokí zãá rĩ gí.     Bá ímúḳí gí. 

Ĩmi acokí zãá rĩ gí.     Ĩmi ímúḳí gí. 

Kộpi acokí zãá rĩ gí.    Kộpi ímúḳí gí. 

 

Lesson 19: Review of Gramatical TonesLesson 19: Review of Gramatical TonesLesson 19: Review of Gramatical TonesLesson 19: Review of Gramatical Tones    

Reading Exercise #1a  

Mâ zị anji ágó rĩpi.  

 Ma anji ágó rĩpi zị ndõ.   

 Mâ amvi ãnyá rĩ.    

 Ma ãnyá rĩ amvi rá.   

 Mâ ícá.     

 Ma ícá rá.     

  

 Bâ zịkí anji ágó rĩpi.    

 Bâ anji ágó rĩpi zị ndõ.   

 Bâ amvikí ãnyá rĩ.   

 Bâ ãnyá rĩ amvi rá.   

 Bâ ícákí.     

 Bâ ícá rá.     
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Reading Exercise #1b 

Kộpi zịkí anji ãgõ rĩpi gí.   

 Kộpi anji ãgõ rĩpi zị rá.    

 Kộpi amvikí ãnyá rĩ gí.    

 Kộpi ãnyá rĩ amvi rá.   

 Kộpi ícákí gí.     

 Kộpi ícá rá.      

 

Reading Exercise #2 

1. Bá amvikí té ãnyá rĩ gí.  

 Bâ amvikí ãnyá rĩ.    

  

2. Bâ yịkí ãnyá rĩ.     

 Bá yịkí té ãnyá rĩ gí.   

  

3. Bâ pĩḳí ũbõlõgú rĩ.    

 Bá pĩḳí té ũbõlõgú rĩ gí.  

 

4. Bá áyíḳí té ũṃú ̣rĩpi gí.   

 Bâ áyíḳí ũṃú ̣rĩpi.    

Final Reading Exercise 

Ụ́dú ̣ãlu Búg̣é mụ ímbájó gá.  Búg̣é kã caá ímbájó gá dãlé, íṣú ̣anji rĩpi fikí jó 
gá gí.  Ímbápi ní ĩri gbãzú kẽḷíŋ̣á ã a sụ. Búg̣é ní útrézú.  Vúḍrĩ ̣ni gé,  Búg̣é 
gõ rií ácí ̣ímbájó gá dãlé íṇọ́gọ́sí.̣ 

 


